IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) An assay for identifying a substance that inhibits the 
interaction of an influenza virus nucleoprotein with a host cell protein comprising: 

(a) contacting an influenza virus nucleoprotein or a p e ptid e fragm e nt of th e influenza 
\arus nucl e oprot e in with a host cell protein^ or a p e ptid e fragm e nt of th e host c e ll 
prot e in, under conditions and for a time sufficient to permit the influenza virus 
nucleoprotein or influ e nza virus nucl e oprot e in p e ptid e fragm e nt to bind to and form 
a complex with the host cell protein^ or a p e ptid e fragm e nt of th e host c e ll prot e in, 
in the presence of a test substance, wherein the peptid e fragm e nt of th e influ e nza 
virus nucl e oprot e in compris e s th e binding oit e of th e host c e ll prot e in and wh e r e in 
th e p e ptid e fragm e nt of th e host c e ll prot e in compriseo th e binding sit e of th e 
influ e nza virus nucl e oprot e in host cell protein is nucleoprotein interactor rNPD-L 
NPI-2. NPI-3. NPI-4, NPI-5 or NPI-6 : and 

(b) detecting the formation of a complex, wherein a decrease in the complex detected 
as compared to the amount of complex detected in the absence of the substance 
indicates that a substance that inhibits the interaction between the influenza virus 
nucleoprotein or influ e nza virus nucl e oprot e in p e ptide fragment and the host cell 
protein or p e ptid e fragm e nt of th e host c e ll protein is identified . 

3. (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim 2 in which the host cell protein is 
nucl e otprot e in int e ractor 1 NPM- 

4. (Previously Presented) The assay of Claim 3 in which the host cell protein is NPI- 

2. 

5. (Previously Presented) The assay of Claim 3 in which the host cell protein is NPI- 

3. 

6. (Previously Presented) The assay of Claim 3 in which the host cell protein is NPI- 

4. 

7. (Previously Presented) The assay of Claim 3 in which the host cell protein is NPI- 

5. 
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8. (Previously Presented) The assay of Claim 3 in which the host cell protein is NPI- 

6. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim 2 in which the influenza virus 
nucleoprotein or p e ptid e fragm e nt of th e influ e nza virus nucleoprot e in is immobilized. 

12. (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim 1 1 in which an immobilized antibody is 
used to anchor the immobilized influenza virus nucleoprotein or p e ptid e fragm e nt of th e influ e nza 
virus nucleoprot e in . 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim 1 1 in which the influenza virus 
nucleoprotein or peptide fragment of the influ e nza virus nucl e oprot e in is immobilized prior to the 
reaction so that the reaction is conducted in a solid-liquid phase, 

15. (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim 2 in which the proteins or p e ptid e s are 
contacted in a liquid phase to form a complex which is separated from the liquid phase at the end of 
the reaction. 

16. (Previously Presented) The assay of Claim 15, in which the complex formed is 
separated from the liquid phase by immobilizing the complex on a solid phase. 

17. (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim 16 in which the complex is captured by 
an immobilized antibody specific for one of the proteins or p e ptid e binding partners. 

18. -56. (Canceled) 

57. (Currently Amended) An assay for identifying a substance that inhibits the 
interaction of an influenza virus nucleoprotein with a host c e ll prot e in NPI-1 comprising: 

(a) contacting an influenza virus nucleoprotein with a peptide fragment of NPI-1, a 

fusion protein with a host c e ll protein or a p e ptide fragm e nt of th e host c e ll prot e in 
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comprising tho binding sit e of influ e nza virus nucl e oprot e in, under conditions and 
for a time sufficient to permit the fusion prot e in influenza virus nucleoprotein to 
bind to and form a complex with the host c e ll prot e in or th e peptide fragment of th e 
hoot ooll protein NPI-L in the presence of a substance, wherein the peptide 
fragment of NPI-1 consists of amino acid residues 262 to 527 of NPI-1 fusion 
prot e in comprisoo influenza virus nucl e oprot e in or a p e ptid e fragm e nt of th e 
influ e nza virus nuol e oprotoin comprising tho binding sit e for th e host c e ll prot e in ; 
and 

(b) detecting the formation of a complex, wherein a decrease in the complex detected 
as compared to the amount of complex detected in the absence of the substance 
indicates that a substance that inhibits the interaction between the influenza virus 
nucleoprotein or influ e nza virus nucl e oprot e in p e ptid e fragm e nt and the host c e ll 
prot e in or p e ptid e fragment of th e host c e ll prot e in NPIil is identified. 

58. (Currently Amended) An assay for identifying a substance that inhibits the 
interaction of an influenza virus nucleoprotein with a host c e ll prot e in NPI- 1 comprising: 

(a) contacting a fusion protein with influenza virus nucleoprotein or a p e ptid e fragm e nt 
of th e influ e nza virus nuolooprotcin comprising th e binding sit e of th e host c e ll 
prot e in , under conditions and for a time sufficient to permit the fusion protein to 
bind to and form a complex with the influenza virus nucleoprotein or th e p e ptid e 
fragm e nt of th e influenza virus nuoleoprotoin , in the presence of a substance, 
wherein the fusion protein comprises NPI-1 or amino acid residues 262 to 527 of 
NPI-1 th e hoot c e ll prot e in or a pop tide fragment of tho hoot cell prot e in comprising 
the binding site for influ e nza virus nucl e oprot e in ; and 

(b) detecting the formation of a complex, wherein a decrease in the complex detected 
as compared to the amount of complex detected in the absence of the substance 
indicates that a substance that inhibits the interaction between the influenza virus 
nucleoprotein or influ e nza virus nucl e oprotein p e ptid e fragm e nt and the NPI-1 hest 
c e ll prot e in or p e ptid e fragm e nt of th e host c e ll prot e in is identified. 

59. (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim 2 in which the host cell protein or th e 
peptid e fragm e nt of th e host c e ll prot e in is immobilized on a solid surface. 

60. (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim 59 in which an immobilized antibody is 
used to anchor the immobilized host cell protein or p e ptid e fragm e nt of th e host c e ll prot e in . 
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61 . (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim 59 in which the host cell protein er 
p e ptid e fragm e nt of th e host cell prot e in is immobilized prior to the reaction so that the reaction is 
conducted in a solid-liquid phase. 

62. (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim 57 in which the host c e ll prot e in or th e 
peptide fragment of th e host c e ll prot e in NPI-1 is immobilized on a solid surface. 

63. (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim 58 in which the influenza virus 
nucleoprotein or p e ptide fragment of the influenza virus nuol e oprot e in is immobilized on a solid 
surface. 

64. (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim 2 or 1 1 in which the host cell protein of 
p e ptid e fragm e nt of th e host c e ll prot e in is directly or indirectly labeled. 

65. (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim 2 or 59 in which the influenza virus 
nucleoprotein or peptide fragment of the influ e nza virus nucl e oprot e in is directly or indirectly 
labeled. 

66. (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim 57 in which the host coll protein er 
peptide fragment of th e host c e ll prot e in is directly or indirectly labeled. 

67. (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim 58 in which the influenza virus 
nucleoprotein or p e ptid e fragm e nt of th e influ e nza virus nucl e oprot e in is directly or indirectly 
labeled. 

68. (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim #7^ 58^62 or 63 in which the fusion 
protein is directly or indirectly labeled. 

69. (Currently Amended) The assay of Claim ^ 58r66 or 67 in which the fusion 
protein is immobilized on a solid surface. 

70. (Previously Presented) The assay of Claim 64, wherein the label is a radioisotope, 
an enzymatic label or a fluorescent label. 

7 1 . (Previously Presented) The assay of Claim 65, wherein the label is a radioisotope, 
an enzymatic label or a fluorescent label. 
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72. (Previously Presented) The assay of Claim 66 or 67, wherein the label is a 
radioisotope, an enzymatic label or a fluorescent label. 

73. (Previously Presented) The assay of Claim 68, wherein the label is a radioisotope, 
an enzymatic label or a fluorescent label. 

74. (Previously Presented) The assay of Claim 2, 57 or 58, wherein the test substance 
is a peptide, antibody, or small organic molecule. 
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